BOTSWANA SAFARI ITINERARY

5 NIGHT QUAD BIKE EXPEDITION TO KUBU ISLAND
3 Nights at San Camp & 2 Nights at The Lost Island of Baobabs
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DUE TO AN ONGOING HABITUATION
PROGRAMME, IT'S POSSIBLE FOR GUESTS

TO GET UP CLOSE & PERSONAL \WITH
THESE CAPTIVATING CREATURES!

_

Join your Guide for tea before driving
into the grasslands and the beautiful
evening light. Stop to watch the sun set
and listen to an explanation of how the
Makgadikgadi pans, the remnants of the
world’s largest ever super-lake, were

formed.

Return to camp for a lamp-lit dinner in

the elegant mess tent.

DAY 2
Set off in the morning to visit some of the
Kalahari’s most fascinating inhabitants, the

meerkats.

As a meerkat’s wake up time is weather
dependent, breakfast might be enjoyed
in camp on cooler and rainy days, or as a

picnic on warmer, sunnier days.

Due to an ongoing habituation
programme, it's possible for Guests to
get up close and personal with these
captivating creatures. Remember, they
are not tame — just used to our non-

threatening presence.

On chilly mornings, you might well find a
meerkat snuggling up to you for warmth,
or in the absence of a termite mound
or tree, using your head as a sentry
lookout post... By spending quality time
with these incredibly social, superbly
adapted animals, you will be able to see
how they interact with each other and
their environment. You also get the
chance to see the desert through the
eyes of a meerkat — which, despite the
fact that it’s only a foot off the ground, is
a pretty spectacular vantage point. This
is definitely one of the most special and
memorable game experiences you will

encounter in Botswana.

Leave the meerkats as they continue with
their eternal foraging, to visit a remote
cattle-post. Here you will learn about the

traditional culture of the Batswana people.

Leave the meerkats as they continue with
their eternal foraging and head to the site
of the famous Chapman’s Baobab (also
known as the Seven Sisters) which was
acknowledged to be the third largest tree

in Africa until it recently fell to the ground.

This was once the campsite of early
explorers like Livingstone and Selous
when they pioneered the area and a visit
here gives you an opportunity to gain a
fascinating insight into the history of the

early explorers.

Return to camp for a rest and refreshing

lunch.
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After tea, head off to see some unique
desert species such as springbok, gemsbok,
red hartebeest and the elusive brown hy-
aena; these consummate desert specialists
survive in arid areas where both food and

water are scarce.

Teas are indulgent affairs with treats like
mini tomato tarts with goats cheese and
parsley, chocolate melting moments and the

best brownies in the bush!

The brown hyaena is a timid nocturnal, soli-
tary forager, rarely seen by humans, but in
spite of this, are very social animals, living in
clans of up to 10-12 hyaenas. Enjoy a night
game drive back to camp, and with the aid
of a spot light, look for nocturnal desert in-
habitants such as aardvark, bat eared foxes,
aardwolves, porcupine, honey badgers and

perhaps even a black maned Kalahari Lion.

Arrive at San Camp in time for dinner.We
are renowned throughout the industry
for menus that emphasise fresh tastes and
originality. Three course meals under the
stars include such treats as fresh peas and
mint soup, chicken ballantine stuffed with
spinach and mushrooms and delectable
butternut tartine.All bread is baked daily,
and full cooked English breakfasts are on

offer every morning.

DAY 3

After an early breakfast, wrap a kikoi
around your head in the style of Jack
Bousfield and set off on the quad bikes
across Ntwetwe Pan for The Lost Island of
Baobabs, your campsite for the next two

nights.

The journey to and from the heart of the
Makgadikgadi Salt Pans is completely ex-
traordinary.A convoy, driving Indian-fashion
ensures low-impact trespass and that you
leave as little behind as possible as you
barrel across the vast lunar expanses of
scorched white earth.As the day heats up,
mirages swim and eddy. Topiaried bay trees
appear to hang above shimmering lakes -

actually families of ostrich.
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TEAS ARE INDULGENT
AFFAIRS WITH TREATS
LIKE CHOCOLATE MELTING
MOMENTS AND THE BEST
BROWNIES [N THE BUSH!
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OPEN THROTTLE,
CLOSEYOUR EYES &
TRAVEL... KNOWING
THERE IS NOTHING
TO CRASH INTO!

Flocks of swallows fly in ragged formation
in bas-relief on the parched earth, and lie
perfectly preserved in salt where they fall
to earth with exhaustion. Elephant tracks
walk in a circle and then enigmatically
disappear, past the skulls of zebra, the
bleached remainders of a previous

migration.

Lose contact with time, space and
direction.Travel without perceptively
moving. Open the throttle and close your
eyes and travel, knowing there is nothing
to crash into until you fall off the edge of

the earth.

Break the journey and your astral

reveries for a picnic lunch on the moon!

As the sun begins to drop, arrive at The
Lost Island of Baobabs, where the Staff
has set up camp;a cauldron of water
bubbles for the shower suspended from a
tree.The dining table is set and the drinks
tray stands waiting.Your bedrolls replete
with hot water bottles and duvets have
been arranged on the high places in a five

gazillion star bedroom.

Enjoy a star-spangled silver service dinner

and fall into bed.

DAY 4

Wake up to an early breakfast then head
off for Kubu Island.This is what you have
come to see.A granite extrusion island
studded with baobabs, one of the most
graphically beautiful spots in Botswana
and rich with intriguing detail, such

as walling, trade and Bushmen beads
brought here to barter in pursuit of the

salt that ices the surrounding pans.
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KUBU IS CLOSETO
WHAT IS PROBABLY

THE BIGGEST GREATER
AND LESSER FLAMINGO
BREEDING SITE IN
THE WORLD.

Filigreed with baobab trees like fat, red
ballet dancers bigger than buses, older than
Christ.

The place has been the holiest secret of the
Kalahari Bushmen for longer than anyone

knows, a place of power and ritual.

Not far away is an ancient defence fortifica-
tion that was only discovered a couple of
years ago. Clamber to the top for an awe-
inspiring view of the enormous Sowa pan,
and a picnic lunch amongst the boulders and
baobabs of Kubu Island.

Visit the extinct mouth of the Zambezi,
which together with various other rivers,

once flowed into the Pans.

The remaining beach is covered with beauti-
ful water-worn pebbles amongst which
you can find semi-precious stones such as

garnets and cornelians.

Kubu is close to what is probably the big-
gest greater and lesser flamingo breeding

site in the world.

30 000 flamingo fledge there when water

is good and although nests are abandoned
during the dry season, the acres of strangely
shaped mud mounds are an eerie and

strangely compelling sight.

Return to camp for one last night out under

the stars.

DAY 5
Set off once more across the Pans on the
quad bikes, ending your desert adventure

with a night of comfort back at San Camp.
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WE HAVE
PASSIONATELY
SUPPORTED
CULTURAL
TOURISM [N
BOTSWANA SINCE
THE COMPANY'S
INCEPTION.

DAY 6

We have pioneered and passionately
supported cultural tourism in Botswana
since the company’s inception. It has
long been our belief that it is a vitally
important tool in terms of preserving
this unique, but sadly fast-vanishing,

culture.

We have been working closely with the
Zu/’hoasi people of the Western Kalahari
for many years and are privileged to have
Bushmen women, men and pre-school
children comprised of four generations,

living at Jack’s Camp in the Makgadikgadi.

Offering a window into the past, they
teach us how they have survived in this
harshest of environments, using their
vast and ancient knowledge of plants,

animal behaviour and survival skills.

The Zu/’hoasi lead a semi-traditional life-
style, and share their traditional hunting
and food-gathering skills as well as how
they make jewellery and hunting equip-
ment, it is a glimpse into their traditional
way of life, but by no means an attempt

to keep them frozen in time.

Through our initiative, a community is
able to work together and share their
knowledge with each other and our

Guests, allowing the older generation
to pass the knowledge on to the next

generation.
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66 MEETING THE
BUSHMEN IS LIKE
FINDING OUT WHO
YOU REALLY ARE.AND,
TS AWONDERFUL
DISCOVERY, BECAUSE
THEY'RE SUCH LOVELY,
GENTLE PEOPLE. %

Alex Shoumatoff,Vanity Fair

The young children are the future and
we hope that they carry the knowl-
edge and traditions of their incredible
ancient culture into the modern world
with a sense of pride and personal

empowerment.

After breakfast, drive through the bush
to the traditionally built Bushmen
village; where the community gathers
during the day.The huts provide shelter
from the harsh Kalahari environment,
but are not the community’s perma-

nent accommodation.

On arrival, the elders of the com-
munity will meet you in a traditional
manner after which you will walk out
into the bush with the men, women

and children.

The focus of the walk will be to
provide a gentle introduction to the
Kalahari and Bushmen way of life.

The group will point out the distinct
ecological characteristics of this

area and its animal and bird species.
Spontaneous gathering and discussions
about the uses of plants and wildlife by
your Bushmen Guides provide the link
between culture and wild environment

that we seek to offer our Guests.
Time for one more lunch; before you

bid farewell to San Camp in prepara-

tion for your onward journey.
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2 HOUR
HORSE
RIDING
ACTIVITY

EXPLORE THIS WILD, UNSPOILT
AREA IN THE SAMEWAY MANY
OF THE EARLIEST EXPLORERS,
HUNTERS AND MISSIONARIES DID
— ON HORSEBACK!

Guests can now enjoy a 2 hour

riding activity in either the morning
or afternoon through the “land of a
thousand islands”. Stranded on the
ancient lakebed, these sand dunes
covered in palm trees are one of the
most beautiful and fascinating areas of

the Botswana wilderness.

At the height of the migration season,
the islands and adjoining grasslands
are awash with zebra, wildebeest,

hartebeest and ostrich.

During the Dry Season the white
encrusted pans between the islands
provides excellent conditions for the
horses. Incredible scenery, memorable
wildlife encounters and above all

superb riding!

NOTE:The activity is suited for riders
of any ability, for both adults and
children of 9 years of age or older.
The riding activity is not included in
the nightly rate. Guests booking this
activity will forfeit one of the activities

included in the nightly rate.
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