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CLASSIC FACTORS  Voted as one of Africa’s Top 10 safari camps, Chiawa offers expert personalised 

guiding. 

 Both land and water based safaris including walking, 4x4, canoe and motor boat in 

one of the richest wildlife areas in Africa. Tiger fishing and photographic safaris are 

also on offer. 

 Situated inside the Lower Zambezi National Park, on the banks of the Zambezi, 

overlooking Mana Pools, it is one of the most beautiful river locations in Zambia. 

WHERE Chiawa rests peacefully on the banks of the Zambezi river in a grove of mahogany and 

acacia trees. Chiawa was the first safari lodge inside the National Park.  

WHEN TO GO Open 15 April – 7 November.  

Mid November - March is rainy season and the camp is closed. 

GETTING THERE BY AIR: Guests fly from Lusaka to Royal Airstrip.  A short 10 minute drive follows to 

the edge of the Zambezi River followed by a scenic 20 minute boat transfer delivers 

guests to Chiawa on the banks of the Zambezi River. 

BOAT TRANSFER FROM OLD MONDORO: Boat transfers from Old Mondoro camp 

takes 1 hour 20 minutes – a stunning activity in itself! 

HOW EXCLUSIVE 9 Superior Safari Tents.  Tent 9 is larger and is used as the honeymoon tent with a 

private deck and dining area. 

EXCLUSIVE USE Chiawa Camp offers special rates for groups wishing to book the whole camp 

(minimum 18 people). Please refer to their rate sheet. 

HOSTS Grant Cumings and his wife Lynsey are the owners of both camps and deal with the 

camps day to day operations from Lusaka or whilst in camp. Johan and Judy Van Zyl are  

Need To Know ... 
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 the management couple assisted by Bren Graham and Samantha Luyt. 

ROOM TYPES  9 Superior Safari Tents each with a choice of one king bed or two large single beds.  

 The furthest superior tent (tent 9) is ideal for honeymooners, slightly removed and 

secluded from the rest of camp and a larger deck for private dining. The bathroom 

is outdoor with bath and shower, whilst the other tents’ bathrooms are within the 

tent itself. 

 One Guide/Pilot Safari Tent with two single beds, en-suite toilet, shower & 

washbasin. 

IN-ROOM FACILITIES  

& AMENITIES 
No effort has been spared to provide guests with a truly luxurious yet authentic 

Zambian safari experience. 

 Inviso-screening insect-proof safari tents on wooden decks raised above the 

ground. 

 Canvas flysheets. 

 En-suite facilities including roll top ball & claw slipper bath, indoor & outdoor 

shower and his & hers washbasins.   

 Insect screens and solar powered lighting.  

 A day bed and arm chairs on verandas provide the opportunity to enjoy the pristine 

surroundings.  

 All tents overlook the Zambezi River.  

LEISURE FACILITIES & 

AMENITIES 
 Large open bar and lounge area overlooking the Zambezi River.  

 Elevated observation deck above the lounge with telescope.  

 Separate dining area and outdoor boma. 

 Swimming pool and sun loungers.  

DINING OPTIONS Chiawa prides itself on some of the finest bush cuisine in Zambia and offers a variety of 

unique dining locations both within camp as well as surprise bush locations.  Enjoy 

braais under the stars or al-fresco dining on the verandah.  

ACTIVITIES 
 Day and night 4x4 game drives. 

 Walking safaris. 

 River safaris, canoeing and fishing. 

 Sunset cruises on the Zambezi River. 

 All activities are led by highly experienced guides. 

TOTS OR NOT Yes – but only those 8 years and older! A third single bed can be placed in a tent if 

necessary. Children are included in the same activities available to adults but a private 

vehicle is recommended. No walking safaris or canoeing for children younger than 12. 

Chiawa is unfenced; elephants & buffalo wander freely day & night through the camp. It  
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 is also fronted by the Zambezi River and a dry river bed - it is therefore not a place 

where children can be left unattended. Private vehicles can be arranged with prior 

arrangement at an additional cost. The guides and boat hands at Chiawa are all well 

trained and very good with children. 

GIVING BACK Grant Cumings is the Vice Chairman of Conservation Lower Zambezi (CLZ) which is a 

volunteer non-profit organisation committed to the protection of the wildlife and 

habitat of the Lower Zambezi National Park and the surrounding Chiawa Game 

Management Area.  This organisation places particular emphasis on anti-poaching but is 

also involved in a community education programme and research.  CLZ has recently 

secured funding from the Royal Danish Embassy to undertake a Community Based 

Conservation Education Programme, which was developed to teach and create 

awareness for the local underprivileged school children and the surrounding 

communities about wildlife, habitat and conservation. This programme has been 

developed in conjunction with the University of Zambia who provide postgraduate 

students to assist with education and research – CLZ provides the means for these 

students to complete their degrees.  To assist this all Safari Operators agreed to collect 

US$2 Conservation & Education Levy per night from each of their guests. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME 

US$1 of the contribution goes directly to education, research and the protection of the 

area guests enjoy whilst on their vacation. 

CONSERVATION 

US$ 1.00 of the contribution goes to CLZ’s anti-poaching efforts in the Lower Zambezi 

covering fuel, transport, rations for patrol teams, running and maintenance costs on 

patrol plane, vehicles, equipment and Operations Base & Training Camp. 

GOOD TO KNOW... MALARIA: Chiawa camp is situated in a malaria risk area. It is therefore recommended 

that guests take a course of anti-malaria prophylactics as prescribed by their doctor. 

CURRENCY: The local currency is the Zambian ‘Kwacha’. It is not possible to purchase 

Kwacha outside of Zambia so you will need to be prepared to change cash at a Bureau 

at the airport OR carry a bank card and withdraw cash at the airport ATM. 

ELECTRICITY: Generators are run and supply all the tents with electricity, run at 220-

240v. Using electrical appliances should be kept to a minimum (please do not bring 

hairdryers). UK plug points are used. 

DISABLED ACCESS: No. 

CREDIT CARDS: Credit cards are not accepted within the camp. US dollars ($) are the 

preferred method of payment, please note only the new notes with ‘large faces’ are 

accepted not the old notes with ‘small faces’.  

VISAS: All tourists are required to pay an entry visa, details of which can be found by 

contacting the Zambian or your own embassy and depend on the length and purpose of  

http://conservationlowerzambezi.org/
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 the trip. Tourist visas are $50 upon arrival (this amount should be checked before 

departure) – once past Immigration you will need Zambian Kwacha to pay for airport 

departure taxes and any other cash incidentals. The USD/Kwacha exchange rate is 

fluctuating a lot at the moment so it is important to take this into account when 

calculating costs. 

COMMUNICATION: Satellite telephone, HF & WHF radio, VSAT internet in camp 

office (emergency use only). 
 

 


