
Live in the sunshine, swim the sea, drink the wild air.
-R Emerson

Welcome to whale heaven

For whatever we lose,
it's always ourselves we find in the sea.

- e.e cummings

Welcome to De Hoop
- Jewel of the Cape -

De Hoop Nature Reserve is a World Heritage Site and offers the finest whale 

viewing in southern Africa. The Marine Protected Area, which extends five 

kilometres out to sea, is one of the largest marine protected areas in Africa, 

providing a sanctuary for a vast array of marine life.

It is also one of the best places to discover rare and endangered fynbos.           

It is a bird watchers’ paradise and is home to more than 85 species of game.

Picnics on the dunes, champagne under the stars or a simple lunch in a 

secluded spot on the vlei are just some of the unique, bespoke experiences 

we can offer to our guests. De Hoop also offers full wedding and conference 

facilities.

Accommodation
The De Hoop Collection offers a wide range of accommodation. From 

affordable self-catering chalets and cottages to upmarket catered lodges. 

Crisp linen and towels provided.

Situated in the Overberg region near the southern tip of Africa, this very 

special reserve is under three hours from Cape Town. It is located near 

Arniston, Swellendam and the Breede River.

Melkkamer Manor House
The majestic gabled Melkkamer Manor 
House has been beautifully renovated and 
its four en-suite bedrooms offer fully 
catered luxury and service.

Melkkamer Foreman’s Cottage
Melkkamer Foreman's Cottage is a 
charming private sandstone cottage hidden 
amongst rambling milkwood trees. It is 
within walking distance of the beautiful vlei 
and the Melkkamer Manor house.

Melkkamer Vlei Cottage
Melkkamer Vlei Cottage is a sandstone 
house dating back to 1872. This quaint 
cottage overlooks the largest wetland on 
the southern Cape coast.

 

Opstal Houses
These four spacious houses are set among 
the milkwoods. They have separate living 
rooms and  three spacious bedrooms, fully 
equipped kitchens, bathrooms (with 
separate loos) and special outside braai 
areas.

Opstal Manor House / Suites
The Opstal area forms the heart of De 
Hoop Collection and offers a range of 
en-suite accommodation situated amidst 
the splendour of rich fynbos plains and 
close to the beautiful fig trees.

Equipped Cottages at the Opstal
These cottages are all fully equipped for 
self-catering stays. They all have well 
appointed kitchens, bedrooms and 
bathrooms with crisp linen and towels.
 

De Hoop Village at the Opstal
In the heart of the De Hoop Nature Reserve 
and surrounded by rich wildlife and fynbos is 
De Hoop Village – three bedroom stylish 
chalets in the De Hoop portfolio. 

Vlei Cottages
The thatched Opstal Vlei Cottages are 
two-bedroomed cottages with fireplaces 
overlooking the wetland. 

Campsite Rondawels at the Opstal
The Campsite Rondawels at the Opstal are a 
comfortable and affordable accommodation 
option for couples or family holidays. 
Camping and caravan sites are also available. 

Lekkerwater
This beachfront house was State President FJ 
De Klerk’s “Camp David”. No neighbours, 
absolutely stunning accommodation for groups 
of friends.

Weddings at De Hoop

De Hoop offers a unique wedding venue in the heart of a beautiful Nature Reserve.  

Weddings can be held under our spectacular wild Fig Trees, which create a natural 

canopy, with fairy lights in the branches and a brown and ivory dance floor.            

De Hoop will arrange everything for your special wedding day from the hiring of 

tables and chairs, flowers, décor, lighting, music, delicious food.

There are a number of options to choose from to create a unique and unforgettable 

weekend wedding celebration with family and friends.

Interpretative walks through the fynbos to the rock pools and guided bird walks are 

just some of the activities available, as well as whale watching and game viewing. 

The magnificent night skies lend themselves to star and constellation identification.

Four mountain bike trails traverse the reserve allowing one to experience the full 

biodiversity of De Hoop. The guided and fully catered walking trail needs to be 

booked in advance and covers a similar coastline to the well established ‘Whale Trail.’

Rich cultural heritage
De Hoop also has a rich cultural history dating back to the Stone Age. 

Hunter-gatherers who lived off the veld and coastal resources in the area 

thousands of years ago. The ‘middens’ of the nomadic Khoi tribes can still be 

found all along the De Hoop coast. The H-shaped homestead of the earliest 

registered owner, Pieter Lourens Cloete, still stands and forms part of The Opstal 

accommodation establishment.

Things to do
        Whale watching
        Guided eco quad biking trail
        Stargazing and identification
        Guided mountain bike trails
        Interpretive marine walks
        Guided bird walks
        Pre-arranged picnics
        Events calendar throughout
        the year
        Wine trails
        Beautiful beaches
        Children's Activities during
        school holidays
     

Reservations: +27 21 422 4522 
Reserve: +27 28 542 1253

info@dehoopcollection.co.za
www.dehoopcollection.co.za

www.facebook.com/DeHoopCollection
Accommodation. Activities. Restaurant.

Day Visitors Welcome.

Experience & Explore

Spectacular 

Walking Trails

– fully catered

and guided



De Hoop 3 Day Walking Trail
Walk and experience the natural and cultural history of the De Hoop Nature and 

Marine Reserve with a professional guide. There are many natural wonders in the 

world, but only a few with such awesome diversity as De Hoop.

The discerning visitor is privileged to walk amongst pristine fynbos vegetation 

and view the flowering plants at close quarters. Trail guests are accommodated 

for three nights at The Melkkamer, situated at the De Hoop Vlei. Wholesome 

meals are also provided. (Friday to Monday or Monday to Thursday). 

The Trail Area

The De Hoop Vlei is 17km long and a highly productive ecosystem, and a Ramsar 

Wetland of international ecological importance where aquatic birds and other 

organisms breed and feed undisturbed. Many of the 260 bird species which occur 

at De Hoop can be seen here. The vlei boasts several pairs of African fish eagles. 

Their high-pitched call, the voice of Africa, contributes to the wild charm of the 

area. The area is a safe shelter for twelve waterfowl species during the dry summer 

months. As many as 13 species of migrant waders including curlew sandpipers, 

ruffs, little stints, whiskered and white winged terns visit the vlei in summer.

Trail information
This is an interpretative experience with the environment. The trail incorporates 

birding, game viewing, the fynbos and marine experiences. A maximum of twelve 

persons aged 12 and older may participate. A reasonable level of fitness is 

required.

Day 1
Trailists arrive and check-in at the reception of the Main De Hoop Opstal area, 

where the group will be met by the trail guide. Vehicles are left here and guests 

are transferred by boat/open vehicle (weather permitting) across the vlei to the 

Melkkamer area.

Guests are then treated to sundown drinks and canapés, and introduced to the 

Melkkamer area. Your guide will explain and brief guests on the routine for the 

next couple of days and answer any questions. The rest of the afternoon is spent 

at leisure. After a wholesome evening meal the guests will have the opportunity 

to sit around the fire and socialise or partake in an informal guided star gazing 

activity.

Day 2 
The morning begins with an early wake up call before sunrise. Trailists will go on 

an interpretive and identification experience of the birdlife found on the vlei and 

fynbos in the area, returning late morning for a well deserved brunch and a 

midday siesta. The afternoon activity is a short walk departing after the heat of the 

day and returning before sunset for a hearty meal cooked over the fire.

Day 3
Guests will be driven by vehicle to the beach at Koppie Alleen where you will have 

the opportunity to walk along the undeveloped coast and experience protected 

marine life in the rock pools and spectacular sand dunes. Dolphins and whale 

sightings are a highlight in season. Individual picnic lunch packs will be provided 

for your day’s coastal adventure. Guests will be driven back to the Melkkamer 

Manor after lunch, where traditional high tea will be served. The rest of the 

afternoon is spent at leisure before the evening culinary experience is prepared 

on an open fire.

On the fourth morning guests have the opportunity to relax around the 

Melkkamer or enjoy early game viewing and bird watching on the vlei before 

breakfast. At 10h30, guests will be transferred by boat or vehicle back to 

reception for check out and departure.

10 km walk

6 km walk

Location
It is in the Overberg region near the southern tip of Africa and can be approached 

from either Bredasdorp or Swellendam. With some 40% of the global Southern 

Right Whale population coming to the bay each year to breed, the De Hoop 

Reserve is the perfect venue for whale watching. Situated just three hours’ drive 

from Cape Town on the world renowned Garden and Whale Routes - an ideal stop 

over en route from the Cape Winelands to Plettenberg Bay. 

The Overberg area is characterised by quaint towns, a blossoming wine industry 

and delicious local dishes. The 36 000 hectares of De Hoop conservation area is a 

World Heritage Site comprising rich biodiversity and over 70 kilometers of pristine 

coastline. A 17km vlei (wetland) stretches across the reserve, which is on the 

Ramsar list of Wetlands of International Importance.

Conservation Fees:
A conservation fee applies per person.

Excluded for Wild Card holders.

Gate Times:
Gate times are now from 7am to 7pm every day. 

Late or early arrival by arrangement with management.

Directions to De Hoop:
Directions from Cape Town  - Take the N2 to Caledon. Turn into Caledon and 

drive through to the R316 out of Caledon to the quaint towns of Napier and on to 

Bredasdorp. At the Engen garage in Bredasdorp, turn left onto the R319 to 

Swellendam. Travel for approximately 6km and turn right to De Hoop on the 

Malgas/Infanta gravel road. Travel for approximately 32km until the sign for De Hoop 

- turn right onto the De Hoop road and travel for 7km to the main De Hoop gate 

and a further 8kms to the De Hoop reception.

Directions from Swellendam - From Swellendham drive for 13km until the sign to 

Spitskop. Turn left onto the Spitskop road and travel for about 45km until you 

reach a T-junction signposted Malgas/Infanta. Turn left and travel for about 2km 

where you will see the sign for De Hoop. Turn right onto the de Hoop road and 

travel for 7km to the main De Hoop gate and a further 8kms to the De Hoop 

reception. 

All roads in the reserve are gravel except for a short  portion of tar at the 

beginning.

    Airstrip details

          GPS Co-ordinates:

          S34˚27’09” / E020˚24’55”

          Elevation: 200ft

          Runway: 12 / 30

          Length: 900m

          Type: Grass

    Please contact us for 
    further information.

Reservations: +27 21 422 4522 
Reserve: +27 28 542 1253
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