
Fact Sheet: Makakatana Bay Lodge 2026
“Where in the world can you explore the magic and wonder of unspoiled beaches, vast wetlands, game drives, and an unforgettable boat cruise on an estuary?”

Welcome to the sacred family owned and run Makakatana Bay Lodge. It is situated on the western shores of Lake St Lucia, within the iSimangaliso Wetland Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. Let us, Hugh and Leigh-Ann Morrison, with our wonderful staff, deliver your once in a lifetime luxury beach, lake and park safari holiday.

	Website
	www.makakatana.com            |          www.africansafaricollective.co.za

	Connect
	Facebook  facebook.com/Makakatana/
Instagram  instagram.com/makakatana/
Twitter   twitter.com/makakatana?lang=en

	Lodge
	Telephone LODGE:  +27 (0) 79 053 3821 
Lodge e-mail: lodge@makakatana.com
Address: Lot 3 Makakatana, Western Shores, Lake St Lucia, iSimangaliso Wetland Park, KZN

	Reservations
	Reservations: +27 (0) 87 059 9015
Reservations e-mail: book@makakatana.com  




Luxury Accommodation

	Number of guests
	20

	Number of rooms
	8

	Types of rooms
	5  Luxury Rooms (2 with kings and 3 with twin beds)
· Sleeps 2 with an additional day bed for a third person sharing 
· En-suite bathrooms, separate toilet 
· Outdoor baths and showers
· Some have views of the lake

1 Honeymoon Suite (1 King bed)
· Sleeps 2 with a day bed for extra comfort
· Full bathroom (bath inside)
· Separate Outside shower
· Has views over a vlei

2 Family Suites 
· Sleeps 4 with a full king bed
· Desk, chairs and sofa 
· Separate twin bedroom on the side with 2 single beds 
· Spacious outdoor deck 

	
	· Full bathroom : Indoor shower with double vanity that leads to an outdoor bath and shower
· Large windows with insect screen doors ensure maximum comfort with views of the forest

	Fans above beds
	Yes

	Air-conditioning
	Yes

	Mini-bar and coffee stations
	Yes

	Electricity

Solar

Generator
	Yes – Hybrid system

Yes

Yes

	USB charge points
	Yes

	In and outdoor shower or bath
	All rooms except honeymoon suite

	Hair Dryer
	Yes

	Safe
	Yes

	Laundry
	Available at additional charge

	Smoking Policy

HOSPITALITY

Dining Spaces





Dining times



SAFARI 

Safari Vehicles x 3

VW Transporter x 1

Barch Boats x 1

Our Cat Boat x 1


Eco Boats x 2


Guide Qualifications


Guide Skills


Photography
	No smoking is permitted in any rooms, or indoors at the lodge



· Lunches at the pool on lakes edge
· Outdoor dining deck, where you often see wildlife
· Sacred boma for bush dinners 
· Intimate, private dining can also be pre-arranged
· In the old tree house – (only takes 2)

08h00 - 09h00  Breakfast  		|            14h00 -15h00   Lunch	
15h00 - 16h00  High Tea		|            19h00 - 20h30  Dinner





Open Safari Vehicles – max 8 per vehicles. 

Takes 7 guests – airport or interlodge transfers can be booked with us.  Ask for a quote.

Barge boat – takes 12 guests. Used on the Estuary for the full day safari.

Used for transfers from the front of the Lodge across the lake to Catalina Bay – for Beach Safaris (weather permitting) – Takes 8 guests.

Take up to 4 guests.  For early morning lake trips (instead of the morning drive) – Subject to weather and availability of guides.

All guides are FGASA / CATHSETTA qualified & DEAT registered. All Guides have skippers licences and PDPs.

Due to our incredible location, our guides focus on the Wetland animals which includes Birding, Lake St Lucia Wetlands and Marine coastal life and conservation.  

Great opportunities for various types of photography due to the diversivied wildlife and landscapes in the iSimangaliso Wetland Park, World Heritage Site.





Our Magic and Wonder Safari’s



	Rates
	Our Fully Inclusive rate includes: Activities, all meals, local beverages
Our Full Board rate includes: All meals – Excludes drinks & activities.

	Cost
	Activities are included in our Fully Inclusive rates. 
Full Board packages can pre-book activities at an additional charge.

	Safaris included on a full board basis
	· Day 1: on arrival you can head off on our Wetland Safari Drive (15h30 – 18h30)
· Day 2: Makakatana’s boat on the estuary for our Lake Cruise and picnic on the Western Shores (08h45 –15h00) 
· Day 3: Cross the lake by boat and head off to the beach including a picnic lunch & game drive back to the lodge (08h30 –15h00) 
· Day 4: early morning eco boat or wetland drive – relax at lodge for the day.  Afternoon wetland game drive or Night drive (to be coordinated).
· Day 6: Hluhluwe/Mfolozi Park/Game Safari – on request.  Must be booked in advance (05h00 –13h30) 
· Day 5: on your last day, an early morning sunrise Game Drive (05h00 –08h00)
· *** Seasonal Time changes.  Activity times will be confirmed by management the night before.

	Extra Activities
	We also arrange certain outsourced activities you may wish to explore (extra charge):
· Whale and dolphin experience (June to September)
· Horse riding
· Deep sea fishing
· Birding Tours
· Fishing Trips

	Note
	Full day safaris cannot be booked on 1 night stays or on days of check out
On one night stays there is an afternoon game drive and a morning game drive.  Eco boats are offered weather permitting and if skipper guides are available.




What You Need to Know

	When do you prefer?
	· Summer  (November to March) Can be very hot with high humidity (25 – 35°C)
· Winter (June to August) Mild and pleasant - perfect to escape the cold in the rest of South Africa (8 – 25°C)
· Autumn (April and May) Generally clear warm days with little wind (15 – 30°C)
· Spring (September and October) Often windy and wet, but pleasantly warm (10 – 30°C) 

If you are an ocean lover, water temperatures of the Indian Ocean range between 20°C in winter (June/ July) to approximately 29°C in summer (December).

	What about your children?
	We welcome children over the age of 6, if they are under 6 they can be booked subject to special consent of owners. Children under 12 must be under the supervision of their parents at all times. Childminding by pre-arrangement. See full Child Policy 

	What do you need to bring?
	· Comfortable and casual clothes that are cool and light, to protect your from the hot sun
· Light jacket in summer and for winter, warm jacket and scarves
· Hats, sun glasses and swimwear all year round
· Comfortable walking shoes and sandals/flip flops
· Cameras
· Sunscreen and lip balm
· Spare batteries 
· Binoculars

	How can you pay?
	· Visa and Master Cards accepted 
· Direct payment on Invoice

	When do you check in and out?
	· Check in is 13h00 (1 pm) 
· Check out is 11h00 (11 am)

	Can you keep in touch with the world?
	Our cell phone signal is limited. However, we do have wifi available in the main building and in some room areas, however, it does not have the capacity for major streaming due to our location.

	Are there any health risks?
	We are situated in a low risk malaria area, however, visitors should seek medical advice before travelling.

	How far from airports and key locations?
	Situated in iSimangaliso Wetland Park
· 2.5 hr drive from King Shaka International Airport Durban
· 1.5 hr drive from Richards Bay Domestic Airport
· 6.3 hr drive from Johannesburg

	What are the GPS C0-ordinates?
	28.238455°S     32.419261°E 
Please note that google maps directions are not correct.

	How do you get here?
	First a few iSimangaliso Park rules when you enter the magical Western Shores: please note that the speed limit in the park is 40km/h and that no late arrivals are permitted at the Dukuduku Gate and only with prior arrangement will you be able to enter via Nhlozi gate. Please contact us in advance to arrange for late entry authorisation which is only permitted by the park through the Nhlozi Gate entrance. Depending when you visit, they open and close as follows:

· April to October:  06h00 to 18h00        |          November to March: 05h00 to 19h00

Coming from Durban, Richards Bay or King Shaka Airport the shortest route is the Nhlozi Gate. Generally only use the Dukuduku Gate if you are coming from, or going to, St Lucia. 

Nhlozi Gate 11

From the N2 turnoff, drive for about 10kms to get to the iSimangaliso Nhlozi entrance gate 1. You will stop at the boom gate and pay entrance fees. Continue straight on the on the tarred road for about 3.5 km and turn right. (Keep an eye open for the concrete direction blocks on the ground to help you find us). Continue straight for about 1km and at the circle (you will see another concrete direction block) keep straight for another 2km then follow the signs to Makakatana. 
At the Lodge gate press the buzzer where reception will open for you.  Drive down the sand road tunnelled by the magical overhang of trees (+/- 900m) that will lead you to Makakatana Bay Lodge where the team will be waiting to welcome you.
(Total distance from the N2 turn off to the lodge is 17.5km)

	
	Dukuduku Gate
Entry near St Lucia (3km before St Lucia). From the gate it will take a 35 minutes to drive to the lodge. Note:  No after hours entry permissions at Duku gate.

	What do I pay to enter the park?
	· SA Residents - Adult per entry R 62
· SA Residents - Child per entry R 45
· International Guests - Adult per entry R 130
· International Guests - Child per entry R 94
· Community levy R 7 per person per entry
· Overnight levy R 12 per person per night
· Vehicle entry fee R 74 (1-5 people)
Please note that fees must be paid in cash at the gate, and that the prices are subject to change annually, without notice.

	Makakatana Community Levy
	A Conservation levy of R120 per adult and R60 per child is charged per night. Makakatana Bay Lodge uses this levy to support local conservation initiatives.

	Directions
	Link to Makakatana Bay Lodge Map


We can’t wait to welcome you to the wonder and magic of Makakatana!

